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Half-High Architectural 
Concrete Masonry Units (CMU)

Introduction

With General Shale half-high architectural masonry units you build just one wall instead of two, which can 
significantly reduce construction cost.  Half-high units perform as both load-bearing units to carry the weight of 
the structure and provide a traditional, genuine masonry exterior.  General Shale half-high units are available in 
a variety of colors including, buff, red, brown and grays. 

Half-high units can be used unreinforced and designed empirically when applicable, or engineered walls can 
also be reinforced with vertical reinforcing steel in grouted cells when required.    As with any concrete 
masonry unit (CMU) construction, the use of horizontal joint reinforcement is recommended in all applications 
to control cracking. 

To control water infiltration, follow the guidelines recommended in the National Concrete Masonry Association 
(NCMA) Tek-Notes, which includes the use of any integral water repellant on the units and mortar, and the 
application of a post construction applied water repellent. 

Additional information and general construction/installation guidelines can be found in the NCMA Tek-Notes   
5-15 and 19-2A which are included in this bulletin. 

(Typical colors available, actual 
colors will vary by plant.) 

Fire Station - Georgia 
Forrestall Red with Piney Creek Accent 
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Half-High Architectural 
     Concrete Masonry Units (CMU)

Technical Data

• General Shale half-high units conform to the requirements of:  ASTM C-90 (Standard Specification for 
Loadbearing Concrete Masonry Units 

- C33 Standard Specification for Concrete Aggregates 
- C90 Standard Specification for Load Bearing concrete Masonry Units 
- C140 Standard Test Methods for Sampling and Testing Concrete Masonry Units and Related 

Units.
- C150 Standard Specification for Portland Cement 

• Minimum compressive strength 1900 psi 
• Available in 8" and 12" nominal wall thicknesses. 
• Contain Intregal Water Repellent, Rheopel-Plus by BASF at 6 oz. per cwt of cement or per project 

specification. 
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