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Caring For Your New Brick Home  
 
The clay brick units on your new home have been manufactured to meet the Severe Weathering (SW) Standards of 
the ASTM Specification, to be durable and long lasting and require very little maintenance.  However, many of the 
associated components in the brickwork such as caulking, flashing, copings, sills and mortar joints do require periodic 
maintenance and inspection.   Future improvements and modifications to your home such as landscaping and 
plantings, patio/paving additions, and grade changes can also affect the long term performance of the brick on your 
home.  
 
One key thing to remember is to avoid allowing your brick to be saturated with water, especially if you live in a cold 
climate location. Brick that are allowed to be saturated with water can lead to a problem referred to as “spalling”. 
Spalling is a condition where the face of the brick has separated from the rest of the body, usually 1/8” to 1/4” in 
depth. This delamination is the result of multiple cycles of freezing and thawing on a saturated brick. Soluble salts 
accelerate this process. When water saturates the pores of a brick and is then allowed to freeze, it exerts a 
tremendous amount of force (think, pop bottle in the freezer). Over time, the structure of the clay weakens and finally 
separates. 

To help ensure the optimal performance of your brick we wish to advise you of the following: 
 Lawn watering and irrigation systems should be adjusted so that water is not sprayed on masonry surfaces 

 The use of rock salt or other de-icing chemicals can have a very adverse effect on all types of masonry and concrete and 
will eventually cause deterioration.  Because salt lowers the melting temperature of ice, the wall my go through more 
freeze/thaw cycles.  Avoid piling snow up against this wall.  

 Brick are not designed to be buried below grade by soil or landscaping mulch. The wall cavity is meant to breathe 
through weep holes (open head joints) at the base of the wall. Unless 6” to 8” of washed sharp stone at sufficient depth 
is installed against the brickwork to allow the wall to breathe and drain, soil, mulch or other organic material should not 
be piled against it. 

 Gutters and downspouts are meant to carry water away from the structure and downspouts should be of sufficient 
length to discharge water where it cannot pond, pool or otherwise saturate the base of walls. 

 Porch walls are susceptible to increased water from ground sources as well as wash-over from porch caps. Regular 
porch maintenance should include caulk at all brick/concrete interfaces including the underside of the cap where it 
contacts the brick below. Also, caulk all control joints in the cap to prevent water from draining into brickwork below.   

 Slag sand is a commonly available setting bed material for segmental concrete pavers. However, this material often 
contains elements that are harmful to masonry. Slag sand is not recommended, instead used a washed river sand or 
mason’s sand.  

 The International Residential Code requires 6” of slope away from a structure within the first 10 feet. Built-up 
landscaping can retain moisture and hold it against the brickwork.  

 Chimneys are exposed to weather of all types at all times. When constructed properly, masonry chimneys are durable 
and functional. However regular inspection of the chimney should take place bi-annually and include inspection of 
brick/roof flashings and condition of the cap. For additional, information refer to the Technical Bulletin: Masonry 
Chimney Maintenance / Repair.   
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Caring For Your New Brick Home – Continued 
 
References 
For additional information we suggest consulting the following references: 
1. "Maintenance of Brick Masonry." BIA Technical Notes on Brick Construction, December 2005  
2. "Repointing (Tuck-pointing) Brick Masonry." BIA Brick Brief, July 2005 
3. "Efflorescence Prevention and Control."  BIA Brick Brief, August 2009 
4. "Ivy on Brickwork."  BIA Brick Brief, July 2005 
5. “Masonry Chimney Maintenance / Repair.” General Shale Technical Bulletin  
References 1 thru 4 are available on the BIA website www.gobrick.org. Reference 5 can be found on general Shale’s 
website www.generalshale.com.   

If cleaning is required to remove mortar or construction dirt, the bucket and brush method of cleaning brick masonry, 
using cleaning agents recommended by General Shale Brick, is preferred. If other methods or materials are used, it is 
strongly suggested that they be tested for suitability on disposable panels or noncritical wall areas. This is especially 
important when pressure washing is used. 
 
1. Keep the wall as clean as possible during construction in order to reduce the amount of cleaning needed later. 
2. For best results, cleaning should be performed as soon as possible, but not until initial mortar set has occurred, 

(typically 2-5 days). The heavier mortar stains should be removed as completely as possible by mechanical 
means (paddles, scrapers, brushes, etc.) Cleaning should be completed before scaffolding is removed.   

3. Select cleaning agent according to the following categories for General Shale brick: 
a. Category A brick may be cleaned with an all-purpose acidic commercial cleaning agent (at 

manufacturer’s recommended concentration). 
b. Category B brick may be subject to metallic staining and discoloration if abusively cleaned with ordinary 

acidic cleaners.  A buffered acidic cleaner is specifically formulated to minimize metallic staining and is 
recommended (at manufacturers recommended concentration). 

c. Category C brick have acid reactive coatings and may be subject to color range change if cleaned with 
acid-based cleaners. Non-acidic, detergent cleaners are recommended for removal of general 
construction dirt. 

4. The brick category classification is indicated below on this card.   
5. Test clean - Select an inconspicuous wall area to confirm method and cleaning agents are satisfactory. Make 

adjustments as indicated.    
6. Pre-wet masonry - Thoroughly pre-wet wall area to be cleaned. The moisture absorbing capacity of the masonry 

must be satisfied before cleaners are applied.   
7. Clean - Apply cleaning agent to masonry and scrub brick faces with stiff fiber brush.    
8. Rinse - Before cleaning agents can dry or be absorbed into masonry, rinse cleaner, dissolved mortar and 

loosened dirt completely off the masonry wall. 
 

NOTE: Additional brick cleaning information and guidelines for pressure washing methods can be found in the BIA (Brick 
Institute of America) Technical Note Number 20. 
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