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Technical Bulletin — Lime Pops

The brick manufacturing process often includes
materials containing lime. Measures are taken to
minimize the lime present in brick bodies, but it
impossible to completely remove due to the
nature of the raw materials and some of the
oxides and coatings used to effect certain colors
and textures. Occasionally larger particles of lime
make it into the brick. If not fully dissolved in the
clay during firing, some small pieces of lime may
turn into quicklime. When pieces like this are
located near the face of the brick they can result
in lime pops. This happens because the lime is
exposed to moisture and expands. This expansion
can exert enough force to break small portions off
the face of the brick.

Lime pops are usually small and not visible within
the ASTM standard viewing range. They affect
only parts of the surface area of the brick. Our
experience indicates that any popping that is
going to occur will happen during the first year the
brick are in the wall as wetting and weathering of
the walls will dissolve the lime spots and prevent
further popping. If further popping does appear to
occur after six months, it is usually caused by a
loosening of particles which has already occurred
and come off later in the weathering process. No
physical or structural damage to the brick itself
has been known to occur in General Shale Brick.
Lime pops are a purely aesthetic issue and do not
impact the durability or structural integrity of the
brick.
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The information contained herein is believed to be reliable, but no representations, guarantees or warranties of any kind are made as to its accuracy, suitability for particular applications or the results
to be obtained. Because of the variations in methods, conditions and equipment used in various forms of masonry installing, cleaning, and / or repairing, no warranties or guarantees are made as to
the suitability of the products for the applications disclosed. GENERAL SHALE BRICK, INC. shall not be liable for and the customer assumes all risk and liability for any use or handling of any material
beyond GENERAL SHALE BRICK, INC. direct control. The SELLER MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY
AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. Please consult a building professional before installing, cleaning or repairing any masonry product.
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