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Custom Shapes 
Sometimes, standard brick shapes simply aren’t enough to achieve the vision of a project. Complex 
architectural elements or unique design challenges often require custom solutions to ensure the perfect 
balance of form, function, and appearance. Custom shapes are the answer when a project demands 
bricks that not only fit but elevate the overall design, harmonizing structural integrity with aesthetic 
appeal. 
 
Corner Shapes 
When designing a corner that deviates from the standard 90°, General Shale offers special shapes to 
accommodate these designs. The most common designs for an external corner are 135° and 120°, 
however custom shapes can be made for any corner degree. When designing the external corner, it’s 
essential to consider the final appearance of the brick in the wall and the cost of the special shape. 

 Seeing the example below, requests often come in for external corners with 7 5/8-inch and 3 1/2 
or 3 5/8-inch legs. However, this design results in a visible face exceeding 10 inches when installed, 
creating a noticeable inconsistency when transitioning back to the coursing of standard modular brick. 
On the other hand, designing the corner brick with 6-inch and 2-inch legs maintains a visual appearance 
close to 7 5/8 inches, ensuring a seamless look that matches the rest of the wall. Additionally, the 6-
inch and 2-inch design offers significant cost savings, as it aligns with existing manufacturing setups. 
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