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Selecting Mortar Joints

Mortar joints not only affect the appearance, but can have a significant effect on the weathering performance and
durability of a masonry wall. Proper tooling and selection of the type of mortar joint used is extremely important. Mortar

joints should also be completely filled with mortar. Special attention should also be given to ensuring head joints are also
completely filled with mortar.

General Shale recommends four types of mortar joints which are listed in order of preference below.

Recommended Mortar Joints
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1. CONCAVE 2.V 3. GRAPEVINE 4. WEATHERED

The use of any of the not recommended mortar joints listed below can lead to water penetration problems and may also
degrade the durability of the wall due to problems such as frees thaw spalling damage.

Not Recommended Mortar Joints
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The information contained herein is believed to be reliable, but no representations, guarantees or warranties of any kind are made as to its accuracy, suitability for particular applications or the results
to be obtained. Because of the variations in methods, conditions and equipment used in various forms of masonry installing, cleaning, and / or repairing, no warranties or guarantees are made as to
the suitability of the products for the applications disclosed. GENERAL SHALE BRICK, INC. shall not be liable for and the customer assumes all risk and liability for any use or handling of any material
beyond GENERAL SHALE BRICK, INC. direct control. The SELLER MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY
AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. Please consult a building professional before installing, cleaning or repairing any masonry product.
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